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Health  Department, 

8,  Cleveland  Place  East, 

Bath. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Bathavon, 

Clutton,  Frome  Rural,  Frome  Urban,  Keynsham 
and  Norton-Radstock  District  Councils. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  herewith  my  Annual  Report  for 
1967. 

I have  little  general  comment  to  make,  the  health  of  the  com- 
bined districts  having  been  of  a satisfactorily  high  standard.  The 
incidence  of  infectious  disease  maintained  a reasonable  level,  measles 
having  had  a toll  only  commensurate  with  the  national  epidemic. 

The  constant  vigilance  on  food  premises  has  done  much  to 
maintain  a low  incidence  of  food-borne  disease.  It  is  of  interest  to 
note  that  the  discovery  of  a foreign  body  in  food,  harmful  perhaps 
to  a single  individual,  is  by  law,  a punishable  offence.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  potential  danger  to  a community  of  the  introduction  of 
infection  through  the  carelessness  of  an  infected  food  handler  has 
no  place  in  the  Public  Health  or  Food  Acts.  It  is  up  to  the  Public 
Health  Department  to  ensure  that  these  handlers  maintain  normal 
standards  of  hygiene.  I am  grateful  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
in  all  districts  for  their  work  in  this  respect,  and  of  course  for  the 
efficient  performance  of  their  many  other  duties. 

On  the  environmental  health  side  I am  glad  to  see  that  all  dis- 
tricts are  pushing  for  new  sewerage  schemes  where  main  drainage 
does  not  exist,  and  for  major  improvements  where  it  is  inadequate 
or  inefficient. 

As  to  refuse  disposal,  there  has  been  unexpected  temporary 
relief  in  districts  where  crises  seemed  imminent.  However,  as  is 
nationally  feared,  the  long-term  problem  may  yet  prove  critical 
unless  some  more  positive  action  is  taken  in  the  establishment  of 
up-to-date,  albeit  costly,  schemes  jointly  with  neighbouring  au- 
thorities. 

I wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the  six 
Councils  and  to  my  Officer  colleagues  for  their  courtesy  and  co- 
operation throughout  the  year. 

Finally,  I am  as  ever  indebted  to  Miss  Baldwin  and  Mrs. 
Coombs  in  the  Area  Health  Department  for  their  effiicent  manage- 
ment of  the  office  routine. 

I am,  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

Yours  faithfully, 

N.  Newman 
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COMBINED  STATISTICS 


Vital  Statistics: 

The  figures  in  the  following  table  represent  the  corrected 
birth  and  death  rates  for  the  combined  six  districts  for  the  five 
years  period  1963-1967  with  the  comparative  figures  for  England 
and  Wales. 


Birth 

rate 

Death 

rate 

Infantile 

rate 

Combined  districts 

1963 

18.17 

10.99 

13.93 

England  and  Wales 

1963 

18.2 

12.2 

20.9 

Combined  districts 

1964 

18.88 

10.3 

14.82 

England  and  Wales 

1964 

18.4 

11.3 

20.0 

Combined  districts 

1965 

18.57 

9.8 

17.81 

England  and  Wales 

1965 

18.1 

11.5 

19.0 

Combined  districts 

1966 

18.57 

10.15 

16.05 

England  and  Wales 

1966 

17.7 

11.7 

18.9 

Combined  districts 

1967 

18.23 

10.02 

13.3 

England  and  Wales 

1967 

17.2 

11.2 

18.3 

This  year  the  individual  districts  show  quite  a wide  disparity  in 
vital  statistics,  the  local  figures  even  when  adjusted,  being  in  some 
cases  well  above  and  in  others  below,  the  national  averages.  The 
averages  for  the  combined  areas,  however,  are  favourably  situated 
on  the  right  side  of  the  national  mean. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


Under 
1 week 

1-4 

weeks 

1-6 

months 

6-12 

months 

Total 

Anoxia  

2 

— 

- 

2 

Aspiration  Pneumonia 
Bilateral  adrenal 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

haemorrhages  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Congenital  heart  disease  .... 
Haemophilus  Influenzal 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Meningitis  

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Hyaline  membrane  disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hydrocephalus  

Multiple  congenital 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

abnormalities  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Prematurity 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Pulmonary  atelectasis 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Rhesus  haemolytic  disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tentorial  haemorrhage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

17 

2 

3 

1 

23 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notifications  in  the  combined  districts  for  the  five-year  period 
1963-1967. 


1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

31 

15 

23 

20 

Whooping  Cough  

37 

172 

26 

19 

17 

Measles  

1409 

389 

911 

605 

1363 

Pneumonia  Acute  

17 

8 

16 

12 

2 

„ Influenzal 

2 

8 

— 

4 

— 

Dysentery 

8 

24 

7 

9 

32 

Food  Poisoning  

4 

5 

60 

11 

10 

Erysipelas  

7 

7 

5 

— 

5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  .... 

23 

16 

32 

6 

4 

„ Non-Pulmonary 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

Typhoid  Fever  

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

Brucellosis  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Measles : 

The  usual  biennial  national  epidemic  has  manifested  itself 
locally.  As  anticipated,  the  general  distribution  and  administration 
of  measles  vaccine  is  imminent,  having  proved  itself  in  extensive 
field  trials  here  and  abroad. 

Dysentery  and  Food  Poisoning: 

Although  the  notifications  of  dysentery  were  much  higher  than 
the  low  figure  of  last  year,  the  incidence  was  restricted  to  only  three 
families  where  two  or  more  members  were  affected.  The  remaining 
cases  were  simple  and  sporadic  throughout  the  year.  Food  poisoning 
notifications  were  so  low  as  to  cause  no  great  concern,  but  speed  of 
action  in  its  control. 

Tuberculosis: 

Again  the  decreasing  incidence  has  been  maintained,  two  of  the 
constituent  districts  having  no  new  cases. 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 

Early  chest  disease,  tuberculous  and  other,  can  be  detected 
by  Mass  Radiography.  A free  public  service  is  offered  within  our 
area,  in  addition  to  the  more  frequent  sessions  in  Bristol  and  Bath. 

Frome — Cork  Street  Car  Park,  alternate  Wednesdays,  2.15 
p.m.  to  3.15  p.m. 

Keynsham — Lamb  and  Lark  Hotel  Car  Park,  alternate  Fridays* 
10.15  a.m.  to  11.15  a.m. 
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Radstock — Victoria  Square  Car  Park,  alternate  Tuesdays, 
10.30  a.m.  to  11.30  a.m. 

These  are  in  addition  to  the  specific  visits  by  the  mobile  radio- 
graphy units  to  the  various  industrial  concerns. 

The  following  details  of  visits  during  1967  have  been  kindly 
given  by  the  Director  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service. 

Surveys  held  fortnighly  for  the  benefit  of  General  Practitioner 


cases : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Cork  Street  Car  Park,  Frome 

Number  examined  

250 

280 

530 

Abnormalities  detected : — 

Active  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Healed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

1 

Acquired  Cardiac  Lesion 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumoconiosis  

1 

— 

1 

Bronchiectasis  

1 

— 

1 

Bacterial  and  Virus  Infections  of  the 

Lungs 

— 

1 

1 

Abnormality  of  the  Diaphragm 

1 

— 

1 

Azygos  Lobe  

— 

1 

1 

Lamb  and  Lark  Hotel  Car  Park,  Keynsham 

Number  examined  

192 

285 

All 

Abnormalities  detected : — 

Healed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

Bronchial  Carcinoma  

— 

1 

1 

Benign  Tumours 

1 

1 

2 

Acquired  Cardiac  Lesion 

1 

— 

1 

Bacterial  and  Virus  Infections  of  the 

Lungs  

3 

1 

4 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

— 

1 

1 

Cholecystitis  

1 

— 

1 

Cystic  Condition  (Known)  

— 

1 

1 

Victoria  Square  Car  Park,  Radstock 

Number  examined  

261 

287 

548 

Abnormalities  detected : — 

Bronchial  Carcinoma  

1 

— 

1 

Acquired  Cardiac  Lesion 

— 

2 

2 

Pneumoconiosis  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumoconiosis+P.M.F.  

2 

— 

2 

Small  area  Atelaectasis  

1 

— 

1 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

2 

— 

2 

No  diagnosis  yet  available  

— 

1 

1 

7 


Male  Female 


Total 


Other  Sites  Visited 
Keynsham  Hospital,  Keynsham 
August  18  th,  1967 

Number  examined  7 62  69 

Abnormalities  detected: — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — requiring 

observation  — 1 1 

Goldney  House,  Temple  Cloud 
November  10th,  1967 

Number  examined  20  27  47 

No  abnormalities  were  detected. 
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BATHAVON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated  Mid-Year,  1967  18,850 

Area  OF  THE  District  39,181 

(after  1.4.67) 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  According  to  Rate 

Books,  1967  5,844 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  3.0 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  1967-68  £1,900 

Rateable  Value,  April  1967  £485,758 


Chairman  of  the  Council  A.  J.  Sanders,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 

and  Highways  Committee  G.  W.  Hignett,  Esq.,  J.P. 

Public  Health  Inspector  R.  Wigglesworth,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Council  Offices:  30,  Westgate  Buildings,  Bath. 

Telephone:  Bath  5391/5. 

Health  Department:  8,  Cleveland  Place  East,  Bath. 

Telephone:  Bath  60886. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  figures  in  parentheses  are  for  1966 

Live  Births: 

Number  280  (328) 

Rate  per  1,000  population  14.9  (15.33) 

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.05)  ....  15.59  (16.25) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  ....  5 (6.09) 

Still  Births: 

Number  7 (7) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  24.4  (20.9) 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  287  (335) 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  2 (2) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ....  7 (6.09) 

Legitimate  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ....  7.52  (6.49) 

Illegitimate  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ....  — ( — ^) 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  3.57  (6.09) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  3.57  (6.09) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stiU  births)  28.00  (26.87) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortions): 

Number  of  deaths  — ( — ) 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births  — ( — ) 

General  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  9.7  (10.32) 

General  death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.93)  9.02  (8.68) 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles  

303 

(104) 

- (-) 

Scarlet  Fever  

16 

(-) 

- (-) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

1 

(-) 

- (-) 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

(1) 

- (-) 

Dysentery 

13 

(8) 

- (-) 

Whooping  Cough  

7 

(-) 

- (-) 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

1 

(1) 

- (-) 

Food  Poisoning  

3 

(1) 

- (-) 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

2 

(2) 

- (2) 

„ (non-respiratory)  ... 

— 

(-) 

- (1) 

Total: 

346 

(117) 

- (3) 

The  Bathavon  local  vital  statistics  for  1967  follow  the  same 
pattern  more  or  less  as  in  recent  years.  There  was  however,  a more 
decided  fall  in  the  number  of  births,  much  greater  than  the  national 
trend.  One  can  ponder  on  whether  the  boundary  adjustment  de- 
prived the  rural  district  of  an  unfair  proportion  of  child  bearing 
population. 

Infectious  disease  incidence  needs  no  special  comment,  being 
within  very  reasonable  limits. 
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REPORT  OF 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

There  have  been  two  important  developments  concerning  the 
Bathavon  Rural  District  during  the  year. 

As  a result  of  the  Local  Government  Boundaries  review 
some  adjustments  of  Boundaries  were  made  with  the  result  that 
the  Ward  of  Combe  Down  and  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Bath- 
easton  and  Swainswick  were  transferred  to  the  City  of  Bath 
under  the  Bath  Order  1966.  This  represented  a loss  of  approx- 
imately 17  per  cent  of  the  population  and  2 per  cent  of  the  area. 

Following  this  review  it  was  decided  to  establish  a separate 
Department  of  Public  Health  from  that  of  Surveyor  and  Housing 
Manager. 

A Public  Health  Inspector  was  subsequently  appointed 
to  commence  1st  April,  1967. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  majority  of  parishes  within  the  Rural  District  are  served  by 
mains  water  from  either  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  Limited 
or  the  Bath  Corporation.  An  adequate  supply  is  provided  by  these 
statutory  undertakings.  A number  of  samples  have  been  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  it  was  found  that  in  isolated 
instances  unsatisfactory  results  were  due  to: — 

(1)  The  failure  of  a chlorine  dosing  equipment  and, 

(2)  Insufficient  chlorine. 

On  another  occasion  difficulties  were  experienced  in  a service 
reservoir.  All  these  matters  have  now  been  remedied  and  subsequent 
samples  reported  satisfactory. 

Neither  of  the  statutory  undertakers  make  the  addition  of 
flouride  to  their  distribution  supply. 

Mains  extensions  were  provided  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks 
Co.  Ltd.  at  Peasedown  St.  John  to  accommodate  new  housing 
development,  when  a total  of  453  yds.  of  3 in.  diameter  iron  mains 
were  laid. 

The  untreated  supply  to  Hunstrete  has  been  adequate  in  quan- 
tity during  the  year  but  this  supply  will  not  be  really  satisfactory 
until  a piped  supply  of  treated  mains  water  is  provided  for  the 
village. 

The  supply  to  part  of  the  North  Stoke  Parish  has  not  given  rise 
to  any  serious  concern  during  the  year. 
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Samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  examination  continue 
to  be  taken  from  the  small  private  supplies  and  individual  wells. 
These  have  generally  been  of  a satisfactory  standard  for  untreated 
waters. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  disposal  of  sewage  from  the  parishes  of  Bathampton, 
Bathford,  Batheaston,  Claverton  (part),  Monkton  Combe  and 
Lower  Swainswick,  is  taken  by  agreement  and  discharged  into  the 
Bath  City  sewers.  Also  by  agreement  with  the  Bristol  Corporation, 
the  disposal  of  sewage  from  Whitchurch  is  discharged  into  the  Bristol 
sewers.  This  arrangement  continues  to  work  satisfactorily. 

The  Council  have  a total  of  sixteen  sewage  disposal  plants  of 
various  sizes  to  cater  for  the  remainder  of  the  hamlets  and  parishes 
with  the  exception  of  Tunley,  Kelston,  Hinton  Charterhouse,  Upper 
Swainswick,  North  Stoke  and  parts  of  Peasedown  St.  John. 

A scheme  for  the  sewering  of  New  Buildings  and  Carlingcott 
areas  of  Peasedown  St.  John  is  still  under  discussion  with  the 
Ministry  and  has  not  yet  been  resolved.  The  scheme  for  sewering 
Hinton  Charterhouse  is  now  at  an  advanced  stage  and  ready  for  a 
detailed  field  survey. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Wellow  has  now  been  completed 
and  is  working  satisfactorily. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Refuse  is  collected  from  all  parts  of  the  District  on  a weekly 
basis.  The  collection  system  has  remained  constant  with  no  changes 
in  staff  apart  from  the  reduction  of  one  team  following  boundary 
idjustments  as  a consequence  of  the  Bath  Order,  1966,  which  came 
into  operation  on  the  first  of  April. 

The  present  disposal  of  refuse  is  by  a form  of  controlled  tipping 
at  two  sites.  One  of  these  sites  is  now  practically  filled  and  the  other 
is  a privately  owned  tip.  It  is  anticipated  that  a more  central  tip 
vvill  shortly  become  available  and  with  the  concentration  of  refuse 
at  one  tip  and  the  purchase  of  mechanical  plant,  it  will  be  more 
practicable  to  exercise  proper  control  over  disposal. 

The  new  depot  at  Peasedown  St.  John  was  opened  in  June  of 
this  year.  It  forms  a central  unit  for  all  refuse  collection  vehicles 
and  provides  washing  facilities,  clothes  drying  arrangements,  offices 
and  stores  accommodation. 
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HOUSING 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  6414 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  ...  1263 

Houses  listed  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  for  action  individually 

or  by  Clearance  Order  23 

Houses  demolished  or  closed  during  the  year  2 

Houses  made  fit  by  Owners  13 

Houses  erected  by  the  Council  32 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  48 

Number  of  Old  People’s  Dwellings  erected  during  the  year  ....  6 

Number  of  Old  People’s  Dwellings  erected  by  the  Council  up  to 

31.12.67 154 

Applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  end  of  year  167 


Housing  Act,  1964: 

The  programme  of  replacing  prefabricated  bungalows  has  continued  during 
the  year.  23  units  have  been  demolished  at  two  sites  under  the  Ministry  scheme 
and  27  permanent  dwellings  erected  on  the  sites. 

Rent  Act,  1957 : 

No  applications  have  been  received  for  certificates  of  dis-repair  during  the 
year. 

Improvement  Grants  made  under  the  Housing  Act  1949-1954: 

The  improvement  of  houses  with  the  aid  of  local  authority  grants  has  again 
proved  popular  and  many  older  houses  and  cottages  have  been  given  a new 
lease  of  life.  This  effects  a saving  in  demand  both  for  local  authority  and  private 
housing  and  helps  to  cater  for  the  individual  who  likes  the  charm  of  a cottage 
in  the  country  with  all  modern  amenities. 

Discretionary  Grants : 

Applications  approved  in  respect  of  dwellings 

From  Owner/Occupiers  

Applications  rejected  

Average  cost  per  dwelling  

Amount  of  grant  payable  by  Local  Authority 

Standard  Grants: 

Applications  received  and  approved 
Applications  in  respect  of  Owner/Occupiers 
There  are  no  houses  in  multiple  occupation. 

FOOD  AND  DRUG  ACT,  1955 

Milk: 

Number  of  Distributors  31 

Number  of  Dairy  Premises  12 

Brucella  Abortus: 

The  routine  sampling  of  milk  is  carried  out  by  the  Somerset 
County  Council.  Following  reports  from  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory of  the  isolation  of  Brucella  Abortus  2 notices  were  served  under 
Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959 
and  milk  from  the  farms  was  temporarily  diverted  to  heat  treatment 
plants. 


66 

23 

1 

£316 

£5304 


21 

13 
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Icecream : 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  ....  56 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  Nil 

All  premises  are  retailing  pre-packed  ice-cream  of  nationally 
known  manufacturers  and  no  problems  have  been  experienced 
during  the  year. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods: 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses,  bacon  factories  or  poultry 
packing  establishments  in  the  District. 

Unsound  Foods: 

The  following  list  of  foods  were  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  disposed  of; — 

1 tin  processed  meat 

5 tins  soup 
40  tins  fruit 

9 tins  milk  products 

6 tins  fish 

35  tins  vegetables 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations: 

Routine  inspections  were  made  to  all  food  premises  during  the 
year.  Five  notices  were  issued  in  respect  of  various  unsatisfactory 
conditions  and  all  these  infringements  of  the  Regulations  were 
speedily  complied  with. 

There  are  no  mobile  roadside  cafes  operating  in  the  area. 


Food  Premises  covered  by  the  Regulations  are  as  follows: — 


Trade 

No.  of 
Premises 

No. 

complying 

with 

Regulation 

16 

No.  to 
which 
Regulation 
19  applies 

No. 

complying 

with 

Regulation 

19 

Catering  Business  

45 

45 

45 

45 

Butcher  

10 

10 

10 

10 

Grocer  

34 

including 
2 Vehicles 

34 

34 

34 

Fishmonger  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Fish  Frier  

2 

including 
1 Vehicle 

2 

2 

2 

Newsagent  and  Confectionery 

16 

16 

— 

— 

Bakery  

3 

3 

3 

3 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT, 

1963 


Two  private  caravan  sites  have  been  closed  during  the  year  and 
one  transferred  to  Bath  City  under  the  Bath  Order,  1966. 

The  Council’s  site  in  Batheaston  has  now  been  opened  and  is 
designed  to  cater  for  14  individual  caravans.  Each  hardstanding  has 
its  own  w.c  and  store,  etc.  This  is  proving  a popular  site  for  the 
residential  caravanner. 

Details  of  other  caravans  in  the  District  are  as  follows: — 

Number  of  individual  caravans  21 

Number  of  licensed  caravan  sites  7 

Number  of  Holiday  Sites  1 

Estimated  maximum  number  of  occupants  131 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

During  1967  one  shop  was  re-registered  because  staff  was  again 
being  employed. 

Under  the  Bath  Order  1966,  six  registered  premises  were  trans- 
ferred on  the  1st  April,  1967  to  Bath  City,  giving  a total  of  forty-two 
registered  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  was  found  necessary  during  this  year  to  serve  seventeen  in- 
formal notices  in  respect  of  registered  premises.  As  a result,  two 
shops  had  modern  heating  apparatus  installed  and  three  offices 
changed  to  fluorescent  light  fittings  giving  a higher  lighting  standard. 

Copies  of  OSR  9B  abstract  of  the  Regulations  were  purchased 
by  the  Council  and  sold  to  occupiers  of  registered  premises  on 
request. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  any  accident  reported  or  notified  to 
the  Council. 


Persons 


Registrations 

employed 

Offices  

7 

36 

Retail  Shops 

28 

94 

Warehouses 

2 

5 

Catering  Establishments  

5 

37 

RODENT  CONTROL 

One  Rodent  Operator  is  employed  full  time  for  dealing  with 
complaints  and  treatments  for  destruction  of  rats  and  mice. 

Treatments  at  private  dwellings  are  carried  out  free  of  charge 
but  work  carried  out  at  business  premises  is  done  on  a chargeable 
basis,  or  alternatively,  a contract  service  is  available  for  these 
premises. 
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Routine  work  continued  during  the  year  with  particular  em- 
phasis at  sewage  disposal  works  and  refuse  tips.  There  were  no 
reports  of  any  major  infestations  but  this  I feel  sure  is  only  as  a 
result  of  the  continued  routine. 

The  material  issued  is  mainly  a Warfarin  mixture  and  there  is 
no  indication  that  the  rodents  are  developing  an  immunity  to  this 
poison. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957 

Routine  inspections  have  been  made  at  all  the  licensed  premises 
during  the  year.  As  a result  of  informal  action,  one  new  concrete 
floor  has  been  repaired  and  drainage  improvements  at  two  other 
establishments.  In  all  other  respects  the  premises  and  plant  have 
been  found  to  operate  in  a satisfactory  manner.  One  operator  has 
converted  from  a copper  to  a pressure  cooker. 

The  total  number  of  licensed  operators  is  now  thirteen  made  up 
as  follows: — 

Types  of  Plant: 

(1)  Coppers  6 

(2)  Pressure  cookers  4 

(3)  Steam  injectors  3 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

There  are  four  Establishments  licensed  in  the  District.  These 
premises  provide  a real  need  for  the  traveller  and  holiday  maker  who 
cannot  always  take  with  them  their  cats  and  dogs  and  are  prepared 
to  leave  them  in  safe  keeping. 

Inspections  were  made  at  all  Establishments  during  the  year 
and  no  formal  action  was  necessary. 

GENERAL 

The  one  knacker’s  yard  continues  to  operate  satisfactorily  and 
there  was  no  cause  for  action  during  the  year. 

There  are  no  pet  shops,  or  public  swimming  pools  in  the 
District. 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act  1961 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

1 

1 



(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

38 

25 

2 

___ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

4 

3 

Total: 

43 

29 

2 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

which 

Referred 

prosecu- 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions  were 

Found 

Reme- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

instituted 

died 

tor 

tor 

0) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

which 

Referred 

prosecu- 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions  were 

Found 

Reme- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

instituted 

died 

tor 

tor 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

{a)  InsufScient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 

work)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total: 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


i 

"ection  133 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.ofout- 

workers 

in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 
133  (l)(c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  \ Making 
apparel  / etc 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total: 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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GLUTTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated  Mid-Year  1967  18,930 

Area  of  District  43,225  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  According  to  Rate 

Book,  1967  6,480 

Average  Number  of  Persons  Per  House  2.77 

Sum  Represented  BY  A Penny  Rate  1967/8  2,110 

Rateable  Value,  April,  1967  £528,230 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  

Additional  Public  Health 
Inspectors  


H.  K.  Taviner,  Esq.,  j.p. 

G.  E.  Lambert,  Esq. 
F.  C.  Powell,  Cert.,  r.s.h., 

S.I.E.B.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

W.  Kerley,  Cert.,  r.s.h. 

S.I.E.B.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

A.  D.  SoLOMAN,  Cert.,  r.s.h. 
D.  J.  Herbert,  m.a.p.h.i. 


Council  Offices,  Temple  Cloud,  Nr.  Bristol 

Telephone:  Temple  Cloud  461  (3  lines). 

Health  Department:  8,  Cleveland  Place  East,  Bath. 

Telephone:  Bath  60886 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  figures  in  parentheses  are  for  1966. 

Live  Births: 

Number  327  (321) 

Rate  per  1,(X)0  population  17.3  (17.(K)) 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.08)  ....  18.68  (18.36) 

niegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  . ..  3.98  (4.98) 

Still  Births: 

Number  1 (6) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  3.05  (18.34) 

Total  Live  and  Still  births  328  (327) 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  2 (5) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ....  6 (15.58) 

Legitimate  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ....  6.37  (16.39) 

Illegitimate  deaths  per  1,0(X)  illegitimate  live  births  ....  — ( — ) 

Neo>natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  6.11  (9.34) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  6.11  (9.34) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  9.14  (27.52) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) : 

Number  of  deaths  1 ( — ) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  3.04  ( — ) 

General  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  11.0  (12.18) 

General  death  rate  correcteo  by  comparability  factor  (0.91)  10.0  (11.08) 
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DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  total  209,  One  hundred  and  seven  Male,  and  One 
hundred  and  two  Female.  The  following  Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death: 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 


Disease  Total  cases  Total 

notified  Deaths 


Measles  

...  192 

(124) 



(-) 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

(13) 

— 

(— ) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Dysentery 

. . 16 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

(4) 

— 

(-) 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

2 

(4) 

— 

(-) 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

— 

(3) 

— 

(-) 

Erysipelas 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

1 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Typhoid  

— 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Total 

...  216 

(150) 

— 

(-) 

The  preceding  statistics  for  the  year  show,  on  the  whole,  a 
most  satisfactory  position.  The  local  birth  rate  went  up,  contrary 
to  the  national  trend,  there  was  only  one  still-birth,  and  infant  deaths 
were  less  than  half  last  year’s.  Unfortunately,  a long  record  has 
been  marred  by  the  occurrence  of  one  maternal  death. 

The  sixteen  cases  of  dysentery  notified  were  in  the  Glutton  area* 
of  children  attending  the  local  school.  Because  of  the  natural  ten- 
dency of  small  children  to  have  close  personal  contact  at  school 
and  at  play,  this  disease  is  particularly  tedious  to  keep  under  control, 
having  a very  short  incubation. 
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REPORT  OF 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

WATER  SUPPLY 

(a)  Bristol  Waterworks  Co.,  supplies  mains  water  throughout 
all  23  parishes.  No  reports  were  received  of  any  shortages 
occurring  in  any  village. 

(b)  Sampling  for  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical 
analysis  gave  the  following  results. 


(a)  (b) 


Raw 

Water 

Treated  after  got 

ng  into  supply 

Bacteria 

logical 

Chemical 

Bacteri 

ological 

Cherr 

ical 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

1 

1 

— 

11 

1 

3 

— 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  High  Littleton,  Hallatrow  and  Timsbury  scheme  should 
have  been  completed  in  May  1967,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 
Hallatrow  section  was  still  not  completed.  However  with  the 
exception  of  this  section  the  other  pumping  stations  came  into 
operation  and  the  enlarged  Paulton  Works  received  a greatly  in- 
creased flow. 

The  Chew  Stoke  scheme  coupled  with  the  extension  of  the  Chew 
Magna/Bishop  Sutton  works  was  proceeding  well  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  it  will  be  completed  on  time.  The 
consultant  engineers  were  preparing  plans  for  the  Farrington 
Gurney  and  Temple  Cloud  sewage  scheme  and  it  is  proposed  that 
the  sewerage  from  these  villages  should  be  pumped  to  the  Paulton 
works  where  provisions  have  been  made  in  the  recent  extensions. 

Several  major  schemes  for  extensions  of  existing  schemes 
remain  to  be  carried  out,  but  financial  considerations  are  inevitably 
leading  to  a slowing  down  of  the  programme. 

One  of  the  major  problems  in  the  district  in  the  maintenance  of 
sewage  disposal  works  is  of  obtaining  the  necessary  outside  staff. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  unless  basic  wages  improve  then  this  difficult 
position  is  likely  to  persist. 
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Three  trade  effluent  samples  from  Purnells  and  two  from  Potters 
were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for  analysis.  All  were  within 
satisfactory  limits. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  ten  year  contract  with  British  Road  Services  came  to  an 
end  in  July  and  the  contract  was  not  renewed,  the  work  now  being 
undertaken  by  direct  labour.  Two  40  cu.  yd.  freighters  came  into 
service  in  August.  At  the  close  of  the  year  a survey  was  being 
undertaken  to  re-group  and  re-route  the  collection  services  to  elimin- 
ate Saturday  morning  collection.  In  the  event  this  proved  practic- 
able with  the  exception  that  two  small  villages  are  collected  on 
Saturday  mornings.  This  reflects  great  credit  on  the  four  men  who 
crew  the  two  vehicles. 

Tipping  of  refuse  continues  at  Goosard  Bridge,  and  the  tip  was 
kept  adequately  controlled  during  the  year. 

HOUSING 

A small  number  of  houses,  unfit  for  repair  at  reasonable  ex- 
pense, remain  to  be  dealt  with,  but  the  end  of  the  slum  clearance 
programme  is  clearly  in  sight. 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  6511 

Dwellings  owned  by  the  Council 1602 

Old  People’s  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  169 

Applicant’s  on  the  Housing  List  317 

Houses  erected  during  the  year  by  the  Council 31 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  134 

Houses  made  fit  55 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  by  the  Council  6 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  by  Private  Enterprise  101 

Dwellings  gained  by  conversion  by  Private  Enterprise  . ..  . Nil 

Houses  demolished  or  closed  during  the  year  12 

Houses  demolished  or  closed  since  1955  603 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Applications  for  improvement  grants,  both  Discretionary  and 
Standard  have  dropped  off  somewhat  during  1966  but  a boost  in 
1967  required  a supplementary  estimate  to  cover  the  total  amount 
of  grants.  Since  1954,  460  Discretionary  grants  and  311  Standard 
grants  have  been  approved. 

1.  Discretionary: 


Received  Approved 


Applications 

No.  of  Dwellings 

'Applications 

No.  of  Dwellings 

36 

37 

36 

37 
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Applications  approved  in  respect  of  owner/occupiers  ....  12 

Average  cost  per  dwelling  £1597 

Average  grant  paid  by  Local  Authority  £347 

2.  Standard: 

Applications  received  38 

Applications  approved  38 

Standard  Amenities  were  provided  in  32  properties. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk: 

All  milk  sold  in  the  area  is  designated.  Eleven  distributors  are 
operating,  eight  of  whom  have  dairy  premises  within  the  district. 
One  investigation  was  necessary  where  Brucella  Abortus  was  found 
to  be  present  in  milk  and  informal  action  safeguarded  the  supplies. 

Details  of  sampling  carried  out  by  the  Somerset  County  Council 
indicate  that  the  results  are  generally  satisfactory.  However,  two 
cases  were  referred  to  the  Area  Milk  Officers  where  complaints  were 
received  of  unsatisfactory  supplies. 

Ice-cream: 

There  were  eighty-seven  premises  registered  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  for  the  retailing  of  ice-cream,  all  of  which  is  pre-packed. 

Other  Food  Premises: 

Number  of  routine  inspections  56 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1960 


Trade 

Total 

No. 

No. 

complying 
with 
Reg.  16 

No. 

under 

Reg. 

19 

No. 

complying 
with 
Reg.  19 

Butchers 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Cafes,  Canteens,  Fish  Fryers 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Bakehouses  

7 

7 

7 

7 

Licensed  Premises 

41 

41 

41 

41 

Sweets  and  Confectionery 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Grocers  and  General  Stores 

39 

39 

39 

39 

Eight  informal  notices  were  served  relating  to  various  contra- 
ventions of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  two  wholesale  and  four  private  slaughterhouses  continue  to 
operate.  The  total  number  of  carcases  inspected  dropped  slightly 
mainly  due  to  a fall  in  the  number  of  sheep  and  pigs  passing  through 
the  slaughterhouses.  It  will  be  noted  however  that  the  number  of 
horses  inspected  for  export  to  the  Continent  has  steadily  increased. 
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This  must  be  one  of  the  very  few  districts  in  which  horses  are 
slaughtered  for  human  consumption  and  meat  inspectors  regularly 
instruct  students  from  the  Bristol  Technical  College  and  elsewhere 
in  this  aspect  of  meat  inspection.  A round  trip  of  the  districts  six 
slaughterhouses  is  some  thirty  miles  and  it  will  be  appreciated  that 
with  no  full-time  meat  inspectors  a considerable  amount  of  travelling 
is  involved  to  maintain  a high  standard  of  inspection. 

It  was  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  limit  one  wholesaler’s 
licence  to  a period  of  six  months  in  order  to  ensure  that  improve- 
ments particularly  in  the  butcher’s  shop  and  boning  area  of  his 
slaughterhouse  were  improved.  At  the  end  of  the  year  improvement 
works  had  already  commenced. 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

No.  killed  (if  known) 

2834 

3754 

111 

19465 

13142 

1204 

Number  inspected 

2834 

3754 

111 

19465 

13142 

1204 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticercosis: 
Whole  carcases  cond^.  . 

21 

74 

35 

65 

43 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond^. 

537 

1330 

20 

2593 

907 

217 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci  .... 

19.8% 

37.5% 

31.8% 

13.7% 

7.2% 

18.9% 

Tuberculosis  Only: 
Whole  carcases  cond<t. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condd. 

_ 

1 





94 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  

— 

.03% 

— 

— 

.07% 

— 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond^. 

3 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

3 

1 





- 

___ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Weight  of  meat  condemned : 

(in  lbs.)  for: 

(a)  Tuberculosis  — 

18 

705 

(b)  Cysticercosis 

53 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Other 

6559 

25131 

1847 

2354 

4977 

6455 

Total  (in  lbs.)  condem. 

6612 

25169 

1847 

2354 

5682 

6455 

TOTAL  animals  inspected  for  1966 

99  99  99  99  1 967 

45,927 

40,576 
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Canned  Foods: 

The  following  canned  foods  were  condemned  during  the  year: 

Meat  and  Fish  28  lbs. 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  183  lbs. 

Poultry  Inspections: 

(i)  Number  of  processing  premises  2 

(ii)  Number  of  visits  — 

(hi)  Number  of  birds  processed  during  year  — 

(iv)  Types  of  birds  processed — Chicken,  Turkeys  — 

(v)  Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  — 

(vi)  Weight  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  — 

(vii)  Comments  on  processing  and  inspections  — 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 


Meat  inspections  at  Slaughterhouses  2200  approx 

Food  inspections  in  premises  other  than  slaughterhouses  . 11 

Investigations  of  nuisances  95 

Caravan  Sites  38 

Infectious  diseases  94 

(including  Salmonella) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Housing  Surveys  149 

Folio  20 — eligible  for  re-housing 29 

Housing  complaints — repairs,  etc.  63 

Improvement  grants  in  progress  438 

Sewage  and  Sewage  disposal  972 

Loans  to  purchase — surveys  23 

Water  Supply  30 

Milk  and  Ice  Cream  2 

Petroleum  40 

Rodent  complaints  (not  official)  operator  32 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 8 

Clean  Air  Surveys  — 


CARAVAN  CONTROL  AND  DEVELOPMENT  ACT  1960 

Number  of  individually  licensed  caravans  21 

Number  of  licensed  caravan  sites  — 

Thirty-eight  inspections  of  existing  sites  and  of  proposed  in- 
dividual sites  for  caravans  were  made  during  the  year.  No  serious 
complaints  were  noted. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1964 

Thirty-nine  inspections  were  carried  out  under  the  above  Act 
and  the  details  are  as  follows: — 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 
(1) 

No.  of  premises 
newly  registered 
during  the  year 

Total  No.  of 
registered  premises 
at  end  of  year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
one  or  more  general 
inspections  during 
the  year 

Offices  

1 

14 

4 

Retail  Shops 

1 

60 

24 

Wholesale  Shops, 

Warehouses 

— 

2 

1 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 

canteens 

1 

4 

1 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

3 

3 

Totals:  .... 

3 

83 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  1960 

Apart  from  intermittent  complaints  regarding  motor  cycle 
scrambling,  no  action  was  necessary  under  the  above  Act  during 
the  year. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 

The  Council’s  full-time  operator  retired  in  March  and  a con- 
tracting firm  was  employed  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  It  is  too  early 
yet  to  say  whether  this  method  of  dealing  with  pest  control  will 
prove  to  be  as  effective.  The  following  figures  were  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 


Type  of  Property 

Properties  other  than  sewers: 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1. 

Number  of  properties  in  district  

6708 

680 

2. 

a.  Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification  

185 

10 

b.  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

171 

10 

(ii)  Mice 

10 

— 
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3.  a.  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 

than  notification 193  — 

b.  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 14  — 

(ii)  Mice — — 

Sewers ; 

Yes  No 

4.  Were  any  sewers  infested  by  rats  during  the 

year  ? (Tick  as  appropriate)  1 — 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1957 

The  total  number  of  licensed  operators  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  four,  all  of  which  were  regularly  inspected. 

Several  complaints  were  investigated  from  one  operator  relating 
to  a smell  nuisance,  but  the  fault  seemed  to  lie  in  the  failure  to  use 
the  available  chemicals  for  controlling  odour. 
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APPENDIX 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1961 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Prpn^fKPs 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

2 



(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

71 

7 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

Total: 

73 

7 

- 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

which 

Referred 

prosecu- 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions  were 

Found 

Reme- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

instituted 

died 

tor 

tor 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

1 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

which 

Referred 

prosecu- 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions  were 

Found 

Reme- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

instituted 

died 

tor 

tor 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 

work)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total: 

3 

3 

— 

2 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  13' 

1 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.ofout- 

workers 

in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 

133(l)(c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  \ Making 
apparel  / etc 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total: 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

37 


FROME  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated  Mid-Year  1967  11,650 

Area  of  the  District  51,933  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  According  to  Rate 

Books  3,722 

Average  Number  of  Persons  Per  House  3.084 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  1967-8  £1,340 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1967  £315,299 


Chairman  of  the  Council  E.  G.  Swanton,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes 

Committee  Captain  N.  H.  Crees 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  C.  H.  Prosser,  Cert.,  s.i.b. 

Additional  Public  Health  D.  P.  George,  m.r.s.h.. 

Inspector  m.a.p.h.i. 


Public  Offices,  Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  2625,  2184  and  3269 

Health  Department:  8,  Cleveland  Place  East,  Bath. 

Telephone:  Bath  60886 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  figures  in  parentheses  are  for  1966. 

Live  Births: 

Number 

194 

(219) 

Rate  per  1,000  population  

16.7 

(19.08) 

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.13) 

18.87 

(21.56) 

niegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births) 

4.12 

(4.11) 

Still  Births: 

Number 

6 

(4) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  

30 

(17.94) 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

200 

(223) 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  

4 

(5) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

21 

(22.83) 

Legitimate  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .... 

21.5 

(23.81) 

Illegitimate  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

— 

(-) 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  

10.31 

(22.83) 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 

5.16 

(9.13) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 
combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ....  35 

(26.90) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion): 

Number  of  deaths  

— 

(-) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  

— 

(-) 

General  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population 

8.9 

(8.36) 

General  death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.98) 

8.72 

(8.19) 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 


Total  cases  Total 

Disease  notified  Deaths 


Measles  

....  96 

(85) 

(-) 

(-) 

Scarlet  Fever  

3 

( 5) 

(-) 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough  

3 

(10) 

(-) 

(-) 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

— 

( 5) 

(-) 

(-) 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

— 

( 1) 

(-) 

(-) 

Erysipelas  

1 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Food  Poisoning  

— 

( 4) 

(-) 

(-) 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  

1 

( 1) 

(-) 

(-) 

Total; 

....  104 

(51) 

(-) 

(-) 

Although  the  birth  rate  is  much  lower  than  in  previous  years, 
it  is  still  well  above  the  national  average. 

The  infant  death  rate  shows  an  improvement  but  is  still  rather 
above  the  figure  for  the  country  as  a whole.  None  of  the  stillbirths 
nor  infant  deaths  were  of  illegitimate  children. 

The  death  rate  continues  to  be  very  low. 

Notified  infectious  diseases  were  very  favourably  few,  and  no 
cases  of  food  poisoning  or  dysentery  were  reported. 
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REPORT  OF 

THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  public  and  private  water  supplies  were  sampled  and  analysed 
during  the  year.  The  results  are  as  follows: — 


Piped  Supplies: 


(«) 

Raw  Water 

(1 

Treated  after  gi 

0 

ting  into  supply 

Bacteria 

logical 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

5 

18 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

The  Parishes  of  Hemington,  Hardington,  Lullington  and  Orch- 
ardleigh  are  still  waiting  for  a main  supply  from  the  Bristol  Water- 
works Company.  The  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  promised  to 
finalise  the  negotiations  by  the  autumn  of  1968.  This  supply  is 
entirely  dependent  on  obtaining  a new  satisfactory  water  supply  at 
Oldford. 

Well  Supplies: 


Number  of  Samples  taken  for  Examination 


Satisf 

actory 

UnsatL 

factory 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

— 

2 

— 

8 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

During  the  year  effluents  from  the  ten  main  drainage  schemes  in 
the  area,  have  proved,  on  analysis,  generally  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
works  are  well  maintained  and  the  labour  force  found  to  be  adequate. 

The  main  drainage  scheme  for  Beckington  is  still  only  partly 
completed  and  two-thirds  of  this  large  village  discharges  crude 
sewage  into  an  open  ditch.  The  Council’s  Consultants  have  now 
prepared  a scheme  to  complete  the  main  drainage  of  Beckington 
at  an  approximate  cost  of  £58,000.  Final  decision  by  the  Council 
has  not  yet  been  given,  but  the  need  for  this  scheme  is  urgent. 

A scheme  has  now  been  deposited  with  the  Ministry  for  the 
main  drainage  of  Witham  Friary  and  Trudoxhill.  It  is  proposed 
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to  treat  the  sewage  at  Nuniiey  disposal  works  which  are  to  be 
increased  in  size  in  order  to  accommodate  the  increased  flow. 

The  estimated  cost  of  this  will  be  £93,000  and  the  Council  are 
awaiting  the  comments  of  the  Ministry. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  work  will  commence  in  the  autumn  of  1968. 

A main  drainage  scheme  has  also  been  prepared  by  the  Coun- 
cil’s Consultants  for  Buckland  Dinham  and  this  is  now  being  con- 
sidered by  the  Council.  The  estimated  cost  is  £67,000. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

Refuse  is  collected  by  direct  labour,  but  during  the  year  a 
second  vehicle  was  purchased  as  it  was  hoped  to  make  a more 
frequent  collection  from  the  more  densely  populated  villages. 

At  the  moment  a weekly  collection  takes  place  in  the  Parish  of 
Coleford  and  a large  part  of  Selwood,  the  remainder  of  the  district 
is  fortnightly. 

Owing  to  labour  difficulties  a weekly  collection  of  refuse,  which 
was  to  be  commenced  in  the  Parishes  of  Rode,  Beckington  and 
Nunney,  has  been  postponed  until  1968. 

HOUSING 


Houses 

erected 

during 

year 

Houses  in  course 
of  erection 

Gained  from 
conversion  of 
large  houses 
or  buildings 
into  flats  or 
dwellings 

Lost  from 
conversion 
of  two  or 
more  houses 
into  one 

Local  Authority 

35 

25 

nil 

nil 

Private  Enterprise 

96 

81 

1 

3 

Number  of  Post-  tVar  Houses  erected from  1 st  April,  1 945  to  hist  December,  1 967 


By  Local  Authority 

By  Private  Enterprise 

517 

683 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

The  number  of  applications  approved  was  slightly  less  than  the 
previous  year.  I am  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  the  result  of  the  high 
cost  of  building  together  with  the  fact  that  the  maximum  grant  of 
£400  is  far  too  little,  when  one  compares  the  increased  costs  of 
building  works. 
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Discretionary : 


(1) 

(2) 

Received 

Approved 

Applications 

Number  of 

Applications 

Number  of 

Dwellings 

dwellings 

29 

29 

29 

29 

Standard : 

During  the  year  1 1 applications  were  received  and  1 1 approved, 
of  these  six  were  owner/occupiers. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk: 

The  twenty-one  registered  distributors  in  the  district  were 
inspected  and  no  formal  action  was  found  necessary. 

Ice-cream: 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  there  were  thirty  premises 
registered  for  the  retail  of  Ice  Cream.  This  was  all  pre-packed  and 
storage  was  by  refrigerated  containers  supplied  by  the  manu- 
facturers. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (General)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

The  standard  of  food  premises  in  the  area  remains  satisfactory. 
Frequent  inspections  of  the  premises  were  carried  out  when  minor 
infringements  were  noted,  but  these  were  remedied  without  the 
serving  of  notices. 


Trade 

Total 

No. 

No. 

Complying 
with 
Reg.  16 

No. 
under 
Reg.  19 

No. 

complying 
with 
Reg.  19 

Shops  selling  food  

45 

40 

16 

16 

Restaurants  & Cafes 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Licensed  Houses,  Bars,  etc. 

25 

24 

25 

25 

Mobile  Van  and  Stalls 

32 

Knacker’s  Yard: 

There  is  one  Knacker’s  yard  in  the  district  and  these  premises 
are  regularly  visited.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  is  excellent  and 
no  complaints  of  objectionable  odour  have  been  received  during 
the  year.  This  is  rather  remarkable  in  view  of  the  nearness  of  the 
yard  to  a large  number  of  dwelling  houses. 
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Factories: 

Inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  all  the  factories  in  the 
area  and  no  official  action  was  necessary. 

Rodent  Control: 

The  public  sewers  were  regularly  baited  and  private  houses 
were  treated  on  request.  The  demand  for  the  service  for  the  private 
houses  has  considerably  increased.  So  far  the  present  staff  have  been 
able  to  meet  the  demand,  but  1 feel  sure  that  the  time  is  not  far  off 
when  additional  staff  will  have  to  be  employed. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAYS  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

During  the  year  thirty  inspections  were  made  under  the  above 
Act  and  no  action  was  taken. 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1961 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

A 

’umber  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 







(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

25 

30 

- . . 



(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

Total: 

25 

30 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

which 

Referred 

pjosecu- 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions  were 

Found 

Reme- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

instituted 

died 

tor 

tor 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  .... 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

which 

Referred 

prosecu- 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions  were 

Found 

Reme- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

instituted 

died 

tor 

tor 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 
work)   

— 

— 

— 

— 



Total: 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

PART  Vlir  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  131 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.ofout- 

workers 

in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 

133(l)(c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  \ Making 
apparel  j etc 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total: 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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FROME  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  11,980 

Area  of  the  District  1,194  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  According  to  the 

Rate  Book  4,277 

Average  Number  of  Persons  Per  House  2.85 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  as  at  1st  April, 

1967  £1,800 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  April,  1967  £446,922 


Chairman  of  the  Council  R.  H.  G.  Jones,  Esq.,  m.b.e., 

j.p. 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 

Committee  R.  H.  G.  Jones,  Esq.,  m.b.e. 

J.p. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  E.  Hosken,  Cert.,  s.i.b..  Meat 

and  Food  Inspector,  m.r.i.p.h.h. 
Honours  Diploma  Advanced  Hygiene 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Officer  S.  R.  Baylis,  m.a.p.h.i..  Cert., 

S.I.B.,  Meat  & Food  Inspector. 

Municipal  Offices,  North  Parade,  Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  3231. 

Health  Department:  8,  Cleveland  Place  East,  Bath. 

Telephone:  Bath  60886. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  figures  in  parentheses  are  for  1966. 
Live  Births: 


Number  

255 

(216) 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population  

21.3 

(18.03) 

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.09)  .... 

23.22 

(19.65) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births) 

7.84 

(6.94) 

Still  Births: 

Number  

5 

(4) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  

19.23 

(18.18) 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  

260 

(220) 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  

6 

(4) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

23.53 

(18.52) 

Legitimate  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

21.28 

(19.9) 

Illegitimate  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . .. 

50 

(-) 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 

total  live  births  

23.53 

(18.52) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  

23.53 

(4.63) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  

42.31 

(22.72) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion): 

Number  of  deaths  

— 

(-) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  

— 

(-) 

General  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population 

13.3 

(13.86) 

General  death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.75) 

11.48 

(9.56) 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 


Total  cases  Total 

Disease  notified  Deaths 


Measles  

....  184 

(84) 

(-) 

(- 

-) 

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

( 4) 

(-) 

(- 

-) 

Dysentery 

— 

( 1) 

(-) 

(- 

-) 

Food  Poisoning  

4 

(-) 

(-) 

(- 

-) 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

— 

( 1) 

(-) 

(- 

-) 

Tuberculosis  (non-respiratory)  .... 

1 

(-) 

(-) 

(- 

-) 

Total: 

....  189 

(90) 

(-) 

(- 

-) 

On  the  whole  the  vital  statistics  present  a favourable  picture. 
The  birth  rate  has  fluctuated  back  to  its  previous  high  figure.  Un- 
fortunately there  were  two  more  infant  deaths  and  one  stillbirth 
than  last  year. 

The  death  rate  was  higher  than  normally,  and  fractionally 
above  the  national  average.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  eighty 
per  cent  of  the  deaths  were  aged  65  years  and  over,  and  about  fifty 
per  cent  were  aged  75  or  over. 

Infectious  diseases  notified  followed  the  usual  trend  without 
undue  individual  incidence. 

FROME  CLINIC 

Details  of  the  personal  health  services  provided  by  the  Somerset 
County  Health  Authority  are  included  for  information. 

Much  of  the  ancillary  work  is  carried  out  as  usual  by  voluntary 
workers  to  whom  we  are  ever  grateful. 

(1)  Weekly: 


Monday 

9.0- 12.0 

By  appointment 

2.0- 4.0 

Speech  Therapist 

Ante  Natal  Clinic 

Parentcraft  & Relaxation  Exercises 

Tuesday 

By  appointment 
Mornings  only 
By  appointment 
All  day 

By  appointment 

Oculist 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon  (4th) 
Child  Guidance  (3rd) 

Wednesday 

10.0-1.0 
2.30-4.30 
By  appointment 
7.45  p.m. 

Mental  Welfare  Officer 
Progress  & Development  Session 
for  2-5  year  olds  (2nd)  and  (4th) 
Mothers’  Club  (last  Wednesday) 

Thursday 

9.0- 12.0 

9.0- 1. 0 

10.0- 1.0  — 
2.0-4.0  — 

By  appointment 
6.30-8.0 

Speech  Therapist 
Teacher  of  Partially  Hearing 

Orthopaedic  Sister 

Family  Planning 

Friday 

2.0-4.30 

Infant  Welfare 

Welfare  & Proprietary  Foods 
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(2)  Other: 

Dental  Clinics  daily,  by  appointment. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics: 

Attendances  were  as  follows; 


January  310 

February  301 

March  294 

April  315 

May  246 

June  331 

July  347 

August  353 

September  435 

October  319 

November  295 

December  289 


3835 

Attendances  for  1966  4109 

Total  on  books  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  653 

Total  on  the  books  at  the  end  of  the  year  657 

Toddlers'  Clinic  142 


The  “Mothers’  Club”  has  completed  its  fifth  year  as  an  in- 
creasingly successful  venture,  continuing  as  a well  organised  source 
of  social  and  educational  benefit. 

The  Family  Planning  Association  has  doubled  its  sessions  from 
fortnightly  to  weekly  because  of  the  local  demand  for  advice. 
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REPORT  OF 

CfflEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  & HOUSING  OFFICER 


HOUSING 


Houses  erected  post  war  by  Local  Authority  1125 

Houses  erected  post  war  by  private  enterprise  595 

Houses  erected  by  Local  Authority  during  1967  147 

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  1967  66 

Houses  demolished  or  closed  (Section  17  Housing  Act  1957)  . 1 

Houses  demolished  or  closed  (Section  42  Housing  Act  1957)  ....  12 

Number  of  applicants  on  the  Housing  List  317 

Improvement  Grants  (discretionary)  None 

Standard  Grants  17 


Welshmill  Housing  Scheme  of  Industrialised  Construction: 

The  130  dwellings  on  this  site  were  occupied  during  the  year. 
Built  by  “dry”  construction  to  Parker-Morris  Standards  of  space 
and  equipment,  and  with  central  heating,  these  timber  framed 
dwellings  are  proving  very  popular  with  tenants. 

Sunnyside: 

This  scheme  of  25  aged  persons’  bungalows  with  a Warden’s 
flat  was  started  during  the  year. 

Trinity  Street  Re-development: 

The  area  of  unsatisfactory  houses  sandwiched  between  the 
Trinity  Street  (No.  I)  Redevelopment  Area  and  the  Welshmill 
Scheme,  is  steadily  being  acquired  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Public  Health  Inspection: 

During  the  year  the  following  visits  were  made: 

Public  Health  Inspections  (Including  Meat  & Foods)  . . 1561 

Housing  892 

Total  visits  of  all  kinds  4419 

Rodent  Control: 

During  the  year,  1,946  visits  were  made  by  the  Operator  to 
private  property,  factories  and  shops,  and  Local  Authority  sewers 
and  property. 

The  service  engages  one  man,  full  time.  No  large  infestations 
were  discovered,  no  doubt  resulting  from  constant  inspection  finding 
infestations  in  the  early  stages. 

FLOOD  RELIEF,  SEWERAGE,  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

During  the  coming  year,  the  central  areas  of  the  town  will 
be  re-sewered.  The  new  larger  sewers  will  be  laid  under  the  river 
at  such  a depth  as  to  allow  alterations  to  the  river  bed  to  be  made 
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when  the  River  Improvement  Scheme  is  undertaken  by  the  Bristol 
Avon  River  Authority.  A provisional  programme  for  this  work  has 
recently  been  drawn  up.  This  flood  relief  work  will  take  place  over 
the  next  three  years  and  the  Council  will  contribute  one-tenth  of 
the  cost. 


SUPERVISION  AND  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply: 

The  four  registered  distributors  have  continued  to  be  satisfac- 
tory in  all  respects.  64  samples  were  taken  by  the  Somerset  County 
Council — all  were  satisfactory. 

Ice  Cream: 

There  are  sixty-one  registered  premises.  A very  high  standard 
of  cleanliness  is  maintained  in  the  only  factory  in  the  District. 

Slaughterhouse: 

The  Slaughterhouse  which  is  owned  by  the  Urban  District 
Council  continues  to  provide  a useful  service.  Improvements  to  the 
lairages  were  put  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Water  Supply: 

The  water  supply  is  wholly  provided  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks 
Company  and  raw  water  samples  are  regularly  taken  by  the  Com- 
pany. 

Factories  Act  1937-61: 

There  were  91  factories  on  the  Council’s  Register  as  at  31st 
December,  1967.  Regular  visits  were  made. 

With  the  development  of  the  Manor  Road  Trading  Estate, 
many  old-established  firms  and  a variety  of  newcomers,  have  modern 
premises  giving  far  better  working  conditions.  The  diversity  of 
Industry  in  Frome  greatly  aids  the  economic  stability  of  the  Town. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

The  administration  of  this  Act  continues  to  take  up  a consider- 
able amount  of  time.  The  tendency  is  for  employers  to  have  greater 
regard  for  the  health  and  welfare  of  their  staff  in  order  to  retain 
them.  Defects  noted  during  inspections  are  usually  attended  to 
promptly.  The  table  attached  shows  details  of  inspections: 
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Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
registered 

Number  of 
registered  premises 

Offices  

premises  at 
end  of  year 
49 

receiving  a general 
inspection 
6 

Retail  Shops 

118 

43 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

5 

1 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 
public,  canteens  

14 

3 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  

1 

1 

187 

54 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  registered 
premises  under  the  Act:  92. 


Food  Premises  subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960 


comply 
No.  of  ing  with 
Premises  Reg.  16 

No.  to 
which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

comply 
ing  with 
Reg.  19 

Remarks 

Bakers  and  Cake  Shops 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Butchers  

15 

15 

15 

15 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

20 

20 

20 

20 

These  include  3 
Hotels  with  non- 
resident dining 
facilities 

Confectioners 

26 

26 

7 

7 

Dairies  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Fishmongers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Fish  & Chip  Shops  . .. 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Factory  Canteens 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Grocers  

38 

38 

38 

38 

Greengrocers 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Guest  houses  & 
Residential  Hotels 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Licensed  Premises 

30 

30 

30 

30 

Slaughterhouses 

2 

2 

2 

2 

One  in  private 
ownership  is  not 
at  present  in  use. 

Total: 

188 

188 

169 

169 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 
during  the  year: — 


Cattle 

exclud. 

cows 

Cowj 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

766 

1 

35 

1777 

1630 

— 

Number  inspected  . .. 

766 

1 

35 

1777 

1630 

— 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci: 
Whole  carcases  cond<i.  — 

8 

10 

12 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond^. 

53 

127 

90 

Percentage  of  the  no. 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

6.9% 

22.8% 

7.7% 

6.2% 

Tuberculosis  only : 

Whole  carcases  cond<i. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond^. 

_ 

_ 

7 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  no. 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.4% 

— 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond^. 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera- 
tion   

1 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Weight  of  meat  condemned: 

(in  lbs.)  for: 

(a)  Tuberculosis  ....  — 

70 

(b)  Cysticercosis  .... 

50 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Other  

671 

— 

589 

551 

808 

— 

Total  (in  lbs)  condemned 

721 

— 

589 

551 

878 

— 
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APPENDIX 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1961 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

A 

’umber  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 

tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

5 

4 





86 

38 

7 

- 

1 

1 

Total: 

92 

43 

7 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: — 


Number  of  cases 

in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

which 

Referred 

prosecu- 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions  were 

Found 

Reme- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

instituted 

died 

tor 

tor 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 
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Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

Reft 
To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 
(4) 

’rred 
By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 
(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  











(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 
work)   

Total: 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


lection  13. 

'ection  13^: 

1 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No  ofout- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 

133(l)(c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  ■)  Making 
apparel  / etc 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total: 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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KEYNSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated  Mid- Year  1967  17,190 

Area  OF  THE  District  4,171  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  According  to  Rate 

Books,  1967  5,470 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  3.34 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  1967-68  £3,260 

Rateable  Value,  April  1967  £789,539 


Chairman  of  the  Council  C.  W.  R.  Sanders,  Esq.,  j.p. 

Chairman  of  the  Health 

Committee  F.  W.  Haynes,  Esq.,  j.p. 

Public  Health  Inspector  D.  F.  G.  Lockyear,  m.r.s.h., 

M.A.P.H.I. 


Town  Hall:  Keynsham. 

Telephone:  Keynsham  2345/8. 

Health  Department:  8,  Cleveland  Place  East,  Bath. 

Telephone:  Bath  60886. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  figures  in  parentheses  are  for  1966. 


Live  Births: 


Number  

246 

(255) 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population  

14.3 

(15.16) 

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.98)  ... 

14.01 

(14.86) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births) 

3.25 

(3.92) 

Still  Births: 

Number  

3 

(7) 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births  

12 

(26.72) 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  

249 

(262) 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  

4 

(3) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

16 

(11.76) 

Legitimate  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

16.8 

(12.24) 

Illegitimate  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .... 

— 

(-) 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  

16 

(11.72) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  

12.2 

(11.72) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  

12.0 

(38.16) 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  (including  abortion): 

Number  of  deaths  

— 

(-) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  

— 

(-) 

General  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population 

9.3 

(10.77) 

General  death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.06) 

9.86 

(11.41) 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles  

242 

(105) 

(-) 

(-) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

— 

( 2) 

(-) 

(-) 

Dysentery  

1 

( -) 

(-) 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough  

4 

( 3) 

(-) 

(-) 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

• — 

( 1) 

(-) 

(-) 

Erysipelas  

1 

( -) 

(-) 

(-) 

Food  Poisoning  

2 

( 5) 

(-) 

(-) 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  

— 

( 1) 

(-) 

(-) 

Tuberculosis  (non-respiratory) 

— 

( 1) 

(-) 

(-) 

Total: 

250 

(118) 

(-) 

(-) 

Apart  from  the  continuing  low  birth  rate,  the  statistics  for 
Keynsham  maintain  their  usual  high  level  of  satisfaction.  Indeed 
no  particular  comment  is  called  for  here,  nor  on  the  figures  of 
notified  infectious  disease. 

KEYNSHAM  CLINIC 

(1)  Weekly: 


Monday 

2.30- 4.0 

6.30- 8.30 

Mothers’  Club 
Mothercraft  & Relaxation 

Tuesday 

9.30-12.30 

2.0-4.0 

Orthopaedic  Sister 

Family  Planning  (2nd  and  4th) 

Wednesday 

9.30- 12.30 
2.0-4.0 

6.30- 9.0 

Speech  Therapist 
Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
Family  Planning  (1st  and  3rd) 

Thursday 

9.30- 12.30 

1.30- 3.30 

Speech  Therapist 

Hearing  Assessment  (by  appointment) 
Ante-Natal  Clinic 

Friday 

11.0-12.0 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic 

Saturday 

9.0- 12.0 

10.0- 11.0 

Dental  Clinic 
Red  Cross  Links 

(2)  Other: 

Dental  Clinic  held  daily  by  appointment. 

School  and  Immunisation  Clinics  monthly.  2nd  Wednesday — 9.30-12.0. 
Blood  Transfusion  at  intervals  as  arranged  by  the  Service. 

(3)  Chiropody: 

The  British  Red  Cross  Society  administer,  on  behalf  of  the  Somerset  County 
Council  Welfare  Committee,  a chiropody  clinic  for  the  elderly  and 
handicapped  as  follows: — 

Wednesday  9.0-12.0 

Friday  1.30-3.30 
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Child  Welfare  Clinic  Attendances: 
Keynsham : 

January  

February  

March  

April  

May  

June  .. 

July  

August  

September  

October  

November  

December  


255 

236 

286 

267 

290 

294 

263 

245 

270 

261 

249 

150 


3066 


Attendances  for  1966  

....  2738 

Total  on  the  books  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 

....  943 

Total  on  the  books  at  the  end  of  the  year 

...  882 

Saltford  Welfare  Centre: 

Sessions  are  held  every  Thursday  from  2.30  to 

4.30  with  a 

doctor  in  attendance  on  2nd  and  4th  Thursdays. 

January  

131 

February 

83 

March  

94 

April 

101 

May  

108 

June  

157 

July  

113 

August 

125 

September  

119 

October  

136 

November  

164 

December 

94 

Attendances  for  1966 

1425 

1396 

Total  on  books  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 

148 

Total  on  books  at  the  end  of  the  year  

...  185 

The  unfailing  help  of  the  voluntary  workers  contributed,  as 
always,  to  the  smooth  and  efficient  running  of  the  clinics. 


KEYNSHAM  DAY  NURSERY 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  36  children  on  the  register, 
4 of  them  under  two  years  of  age.  Three  were  handicapped  children 
placed  for  care  and  help  in  their  development. 

On  the  whole,  the  health  of  the  children  was  good  throughout 
the  year. 
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REPORT  OF 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  as  recorded  at  the  Somerdale 
Station  was  35.97  inches,  which  is  rather  above  average. 

The  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of 
the  Bristol  Waterworks  Co.  and  with  the  exception  of  about  6 
houses  and  farms  on  the  outskirts  of  the  district  all  supplies  of 
water  are  obtained  from  the  Company’s  mains  direct  to  houses. 

Evidence  of  contamination  was  discovered  in  one  small  section 
of  the  district  during  the  year.  The  mains  affected  were  immediately 
isolated,  cleansed  and  sterilized.  Due  to  the  prompt  and  effective 
action  of  the  Bristol  Waterworks  staff  any  risk  to  health  was  elimin- 
ated and  no  illness  attributable  to  this  trouble  was  notified.  The 
normal  quarterly  samples  have  been  found  satisfactory. 

No  shortage  in  quantity  has  been  experienced. 

Chemical  analysis  indicated  that  the  water  was  moderately 
soft,  slightly  alkaline  and  there  is  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  pumping  station  for  the  outfall  of  sewage  from  the  western 
area  of  the  district  came  into  operation  during  the  year.  The  greater 
proportion  of  sewage  is  now  treated  at  the  central  works  and  samples 
of  effluent  examined  by  the  Public  Analyst  indicated  that  treatment 
processes  were  operating  satisfactorily. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Other  than  adjustments  to  deal  with  the  expansion  of  the  dis- 
trict no  change  in  the  routine  system  of  refuse  collection  has  been 
made.  The  weekly  collection  throughout  the  district  with  twice 
weekly  visits  to  some  business  premises  has  been  maintained  by 
two  collecting  vehicles  and  nine  men. 

As  with  many  other  authorities  the  disposal  of  refuse  continued 
to  be  a matter  of  some  concern  due  to  the  rapidly  diminishing  area 
for  tipping  at  the  Unity  Road  tip.  Negotiations  with  adjoining 
authorities  for  some  more  long-term  solution  continued  during 
the  year  but  it  is  likely  to  be  a few  years  before  any  scheme  can  be 
operating,  and  some  interim  arrangements  will  be  essential. 
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HOUSING 

Dwelling  houses  in  the  district  5470 

Dwelling  houses  owned  by  the  Council  1688 

Prefabs  18 

Houses  listed  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  for  action  individually 

or  by  Clearance  Orders  5 

Houses  demolished  or  closed  during  the  year  44 

Houses  made  fit  by  owners  2 

Houses  erected  by  the  Council  22 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  189 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  by  the  Council  96 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  by  Private  Enterprise  226 

Old  People's  dwellings  erected  by  the  Council  up  to  the  end  of 

the  year  134 

Applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  end  of  year  411 


Improvement  Grants  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949-54: 

Discretionary : 


Applications  approved  in  respect  of  dwellings  10 

From  Owner/Occupiers  7 

Amount  of  grant  payable  by  Local  Authority  £2176 

Standard : 

Applications  received  2 

Applications  approved  2 

Applications  approved  in  respect  of  Owner/Occupiers  ....  2 

Number  of  houses  where  standard  amenities  have  been  provided  73 


No  action  was  considered  for  declaring  Improvement  Areas 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  1964.  In  appropriate  cases 
owners  were  encouraged  to  improve  their  property  with  the  assist- 
ance of  Improvement  Grants. 

Housing  Act  1961  (Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation): 

As  a result  of  routine  inspections  concerning  houses  in  multiple 
occupation  no  formal  action  was  found  necessary. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 


Total  number  of  inspections  for  all  purposes  1124 

Houses  inspected  (including  Council  houses)  445 

Informal  notices  issued  14 

Informal  notices  complied  with  12 

Infectious  disease  enquiries  24 

Enquiries  concerning  suspected  food  poisoning  6 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Total  number  of  food  premises  subject  to  provisions  of 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1960:  104. 

These  comprise  the  following  trades: 


Trade 

Total 

No. 

No. 

complying 
with 
Reg.  16 

No. 

under 
Reg.  19 

No. 

complying 
with 
Reg.  19 

Retail  butcher  incl.  butchery 
Depts.  of  multiple  shops 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Other  retail  food  shops 

43 

42 

28 

27 

Cafes  and  canteens  (including 
schools)  

23 

23 

21 

21 

Bakehouses  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Chocolate  manufacture 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pickle  manufacture  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Sugar  packing  

1 

1 

— 

— 

Wholesale  warehouses 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Licensed  premises  

20 

20 

15 

14 

160  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year  including 
visits  made  jointly  for  purposes  of  other  shops  legislation. 

(b)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955:  45. 

These  comprise:  (1)  Ice-cream  storage  and  sale  35 

(2)  Sausage  manufacture  6 

(3)  Preserved  food  manufacture  4 


There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  nor  knackers’  yards 
within  the  Urban  District. 


(c)  Food  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: 


Fresh  meat  

Frozen  chicken  

Canned  and  frozen  meat  and  meat  products 

Frozen  fish  

Frozen  fruit  and  vegetables  

Miscellaneous  frozen  and  pre-packed  foods 


617  lbs 
10  lbs 
328  lbs. 

511  packs/tins 
802  packs/tins 
314  packs/tins 


Four  complaints  by  members  of  the  public  concerning  foods 
containing  foreign  bodies  or  otherwise  damaged,  have  been  in- 
vestigated. In  all  cases  the  manufacturers  or  suppliers  were  ap- 
proached and  they  readily  gave  every  assistance  in  the  enquiries. 
As  a result  no  formal  action  was  considered  necessary. 


(d)  Milk  Supply: 

All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  designated  and  samples  taken  by 
Somerset  County  Council  indicate  that  a satisfactory  standard 
has  been  maintained. 
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There  are  8 Registered  Distributors  of  milk  and  6 Registered 
Dairy  premises  (other  than  farms)  in  the  district. 

No  case  of  brucella  abortus  has  been  reported,  and  no  samples 
of  raw  milk  have  been  taken  by  U.D.C.  Officers. 

(e)  Bakehouses: 

Two  bakehouses  remain  in  regular  use  and  have  been  satis- 
factorily maintained. 

(f)  Ice-Cream: 

14  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion; of  these  1 was  Grade  4,  2 Grade  2.  The  remainder  were  all 
Grade  1. 

(g)  Poultry  Inspection: 

There  was  only  one  privately  owned  poultry  processing  estab- 
lishment in  the  district,  which  handled  2,500  (approx.)  birds  during 
the  year  (hens,  broilers  and  capons).  Periodic  inspections  indicated 
that  the  premises  were  well  maintained  and  operated. 

All  birds  processed  were  reared  on  the  premises  and  were 
therefore  under  the  observation  and  control  of  the  proprietor 
throughout  life.  In  consequence  very  few  birds  were  found  unfit 
at  the  processing  stage. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  230 

Number  of  properties  found  infested  211 

Treatments  carried  out  by  operator  205 

In  addition  to  the  above  all  Council  properties,  including  sewers 
and  refuse  tips  have  been  kept  under  observation  and  treated  as 
necessary. 

No  major  infestation  has  been  found  and  no  formal  action  has 
been  necessary  to  deal  with  any  infestation. 


CARAVAN  SITES 

There  has  been  no  change  or  extension  of  caravan  sites  during 
the  year,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  was  as  follows: 

Number  of  individual  caravans  2 

Number  of  licensed  caravan  sites  3 

Total  number  of  caravans  on  sites  57 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  1960 

Routine  inspections  and  enquiries  have  been  carried  out  under 
the  Act.  Informal  action  was  taken  in  three  cases  of  noise  from 
industrial  premises  caused  by  carelessness  of  employees.  One 
successful  prosecution  was  taken  under  Section  2 of  the  Act  against 
an  itinerant  ice-cream  salesman  for  sounding  advertising  chimes 
after  7 p.m. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


Class  of  premises 

No.  of  premises 
registered  during 
the  year 

Total  No.  of 
registered  prem- 
ises at  end  of 
year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiv- 
ing a general 
inspection  during 
the  year 

Offices  

2 

34 

20 

Retail  Shops 

4 

100 

62 

Wholesale  shops, 

Warehouses 

— 

4 

2 

Catering  establish- 
ments open  to  the 

public,  canteens 

— 

2 

2 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

— 

Totals:  .... 

6 

140 

86 

Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  to  Registered  Premises:  151. 

Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplace: 


Class  of  Workplace  No.  of  persons  employed 

Offices  250 

Retail  shops  437 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  32 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  ....  12 

Canteens  — 

Fuel  storage  depots  — 

Total:  731 


Total  Males:  319 

Total  Females:  412 


Exemptions:  No  exemptions  granted  to  any  premises. 
Prosecutions:  No  prosecutions  undertaken. 


Inspectors: 

Number  of  inspectors  appointed  under  Section 
52  (1)  or  (5)  of  the  Act  1 

Other  staff  employed  in  connection  with  the 
Act  1 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


One  shop  is  licensed  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act  1951  and  has 
been  found  well  maintained. 

One  operator  is  licensed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Diseases  of 
Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order  1957. 

There  are  no  premises  registered  under  the  Animal  Boarding 
Establishments  Act,  1963. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

There  were  54  premises  on  the  register  of  factories  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  Periodic  inspections  revealed  few  defects  and  no  formal 
action  was  found  necessary. 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1961 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors.) 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(0  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

1 

1 





(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

42 

30 

1 



(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

11 

15 

Total: 

54 

46 

1 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases 

in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

which 

Referred 

prosecu- 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions  were 

Found 

Reme- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

instituted 

died 

tor 

tor 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 
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Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 
(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

■ 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 
work)   

Total; 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


'ection  131 

\ection  13^ 

\ 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.ofout- 

workers 

in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 

133(l)(c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  \ Making 
apparel  / etc 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stuffed  Toys 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lampshades 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total: 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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NORTON  RADSTOCK 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated  Mid-Year,  1967  14,040 

Area  of  the  District  3,370  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  According  to  Rate 

Books  1967  4,998 

Average  Number  of  Persons  Per  House  2.81 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  1967-68  £1,800 

Rateable  Value  April  1967  £450,939 


Chairman  of  the  Council  W.  G.  Bartlett,  Esq.,  j.p., 

c.c. 


Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Committee  A.  C.  Everard,  Esq. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  R.  H.  Howard,  m.r.s.h.. 

Housing  Officer  m.a.p.h.i. 

Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector 

and  Housing  Officer  B.  Sykes,  m.a.p.h.i. 


Council  Officers:  High  Street,  Midsomer  Norton. 

Telephone:  Midsomer  Norton  3224/5 

Health  Department:  8,  Cleveland  Place  East,  Bath. 

Telephone:  Bath  60886 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  figures  in  parentheses  are  for  1966; 

Live  Births: 


Number 

320 

(281) 

Rate  per  1,000  population  

22.8 

(20.16) 

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.03)  . .. 

23.49 

(20.76) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births) 

3.12 

(3.56) 

Still  Births: 

Number 

2 

(6) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  

6.21 

(20.99) 

Total  live  and  Still  Births  

322 

(287) 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  

2 

(7) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  

6.25 

(24.91) 

Legitimate  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

6.45 

(25.83) 

Illegitimate  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . 

— 

(-) 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  

6.45 

(24.91) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  

6.45 

(21.35) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  

12.42 

(41.81) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion): 

Number  of  deaths  

— 

(-) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

— 

(-) 

General  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population 

10.6 

(11.33) 

General  death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.04) 

11.02 

(11.78) 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 


Total  cases  Total 

Disease  notified  Deaths 


Measles  

346 

(103) 

(-) 

(-) 

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

( 1) 

(-) 

(-) 

Dysentery  

2 

( -) 

(-) 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough  

2 

( 2) 

(-) 

(-) 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

1 

( 1) 

(-) 

(-) 

Food  Poisoning  

— 

( 1) 

(-) 

(-) 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  

— 

( -) 

(-) 

(-) 

Total:  ... 

351 

(109) 

(-) 

(-) 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  reveal  a highly  satisfactory 
result. 

Contrary  to  the  national  trend,  the  birth  rate  sho'wed  a sharp 
increase.  Illegitimacy  was  low,  as  were  the  numbers  of  still-births 
and  infant  deaths. 

The  general  death  rate  also  was  a little  lower  than  the  national 
average. 

Apart  from  the  expected  high  incidence  of  measles,  notifications 
of  infectious  diseases  were  minimal. 


RADSTOCK  CLINICS 


Activities  at  Leigh  House: 

Monday 

Morning  and 
Afternoon 

Tuesday 

Morning  and 
Afternoon 

Wednesday 

Morning  and 
Afternoon 

Thursday 

Morning  and 

Afternoon 

Afternoon 

Friday 

Morning  and 
Afternoon 

Dentist  : 

Daily,  including 

Other  Child  Welfare  Clinics: 

Westfield: 

Church  Hall  on  1st  and 

Midsomer  Norton: 

Methodist  Church  Hall 
afternoons. 


Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Child  Guidance  Clinic  (3rd) 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon  (monthly) 

Speech  Therapist 

County  Oculist 

Infant  Welfare  (1st  & 3rd) 
Speech  Therapist 

Saturday  morning. 

3rd  Friday  afternoons. 

on  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  Wednesday 
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Chiropody : 

The  British  Red  Cross  Society  administer,  on  behalf  of  the 
Somerset  County  Welfare  Committee,  a chiropody  clinic  for  the 
elderly  and  handicapped,  on  the  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  Saturday,  by 
appointment. 
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REPORT  OF 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
& HOUSING  OFFICER 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Bristol  Waterworks  Company,  as  statutory  undertakers 
for  the  supply  of  water  within  the  urban  district,  have  maintained  a 
satisfactory  supply  throughout  the  year,  sufficient  in  both  quantity 
and  quality.  A programme  of  sampling  public  supplies  as  a routine 
measure  is  carried  out  by  the  Company  to  ensure  purity. 

Private  supplies  and  wells  were  sampled  by  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. As  the  result  of  consistently  unsatisfactory  samples,  the 
private  supply  to  the  National  Coal  Boards’  Writhlington  Colliery 
has  now  been  substituted  by  a mains  public  water  supply.  With  the 
exception  of  only  one  dwelling  which  is  still  dependent  on  water 
from  a well,  the  complete  urban  district  is  now  supplied  by  mains 
water.  No  houses  are  dependent  on  water  from  stand  pipes. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  extension  to  the  main  sewer  at  Wheelers  Hill  enabled  ten 
dwelling  houses  and  one  industrial  premises  to  make  connections 
to  the  new  system.  Previously  all  were  dependent  on  forms  of  septic 
tank  drainage. 

Work  commenced  during  the  year  on  the  reconstruction  of  the 
Midsomer  Norton  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  a cost  of  £16,500. 
Completion  is  anticipated  early  in  1968. 

The  major  scheme  of  new  works  and  trunk  sewers  at  Radstock, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  £225,000  was  not  given  Ministry  approval 
as  expected  during  this  year,  so  that  starting  dates  are  still  obscure. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

A weekly  refuse  collection  service  is  provided  throughout  the 
district  using  direct  labour  and  two  purpose  built  freighters.  There 
is  no  collection  of  salvage. 

Trade  refuse  is  collected  at  the  request  of  the  business  premises 
occupier,  the  service  being  based  on  the  actual  cost  incurred  in  the 
frequency  and  size  of  the  collection. 

The  present  refuse  tip  at  Broadway  is  nearly  exhausted.  As  a 
short  term  policy  tipping  will  commence  in  the  old  river  channel 
near  the  existing  Radstock  sewage  disposal  works,  after  which  it  is 
hoped  to  secure  a disused  quarry  site  at  Waterside,  Midsomer 
Norton.  This  is  expected  to  provide  adequate  tipping  space  for  a 
number  of  years. 
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HOUSING 


Number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  district  

Council  owned  dwellings  

Privately  owned  

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  1967 
Houses  erected  by  Local  Authority  during  1967 
Number  of  post  war  houses  erected  by  Local  Authority 
Number  of  post  war  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
Number  of  applicants  on  Council  Housing  List 


4998 

1364 

3634 

93 

64 

911 

1181 

193 


Repair — Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts: 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  notice. 


Section  9,  10, 
and  16 

Housing  Act  1957 

Public 
and  SI 
Local 

Health 

milar 

Acts 

Tot 

als 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

(a)  By  owner 

10 



16 



26 



(b)  By  Local 

Authority 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Totals:  .... 

10 

— 

16 

2 

26 

2 

Beyond  Repair — Housing  Act,  1957: 


1.  Undertakings  accepted  (Section  16)  2 

2.  Closing  Orders  made  (Section  17)  16 

3.  Demolition  Order  made  (Section  17)  4 

4.  Closing  Orders  revoked  and  Demolition  Orders 

substituted  (Section  28)  2 

5.  Houses  demolished  following  Demolition  Order  4 

6.  Number  of  persons  displaced  (a)  Individuals  36 

(b)  Families  . ..  14 


No  Clearance  Areas  were  represented  and  no  action  was  taken 
for  presenting  Improvement  Areas,  but  by  the  informal  action  two 
schemes  of  50  dwellings  were  completed  and  provided  with  modern 
amenities  by  means  of  grant  aid. 

52  permanent  aluminium  (type  B2)  bungalows  were  demolished 
and  cleared  from  the  two  sites  at  Welton  and  Manor  Park.  Although 
the  Council’s  building  programme  is  likely  to  be  reduced,  rede- 
velopment will  commence  in  1968  at  Manor  Park  to  provide  53 
units  of  accommodation  and  60  garages  on  the  site  which  previously 
housed  only  21  families. 

Of  the  original  figure  of  130  houses  for  Slum  Clearance  in  the 
1965/70  programme,  to  date  71  properties  have  been  represented 
and  dealt  with;  it  is  anticipated  that  a further  61  dwellings  will  be 
reported  during  1968  as  being  unfit,  although  formal  representations 
and  the  ramifications  of  appeal  procedure,  planning  and  compensa- 
tion can  prove  very  lengthy  and  time  consuming. 
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(a)  Standard: 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


O wnerj  Occupiers 

Tenanted 

Stan 

dard 

Star 

idard 

5 point 

3 point 

5 point 

3 point 

Number  of  applications  re- 
ceived   

16 

0 

4 

0 

Number  of  applications  ap- 
proved   

16 

0 

4 

0 

Number  of  applications  re- 
fused   

Number  of  dwellings  where 
grants  paid  as  completed. ... 

16 

0 

61 

0 

Amount  paid  in  grants 
Average  grant  per  house 


£17,604  Is.  lid. 
£228  12s.  6d. 


(b)  Discretionary: 


Owner jOccupiers 

Tenanted 

Number  of  applications  received 

1 

1 

Number  of  applications  approved 

1 

1 

Number  of  dwellings  where  grants  paid 

as  completed  

1 

1 

Average  cost  per  dwelling  £1,134 

Amount  of  grant  payable  by 

Local  authority  £400 


1967  saw  the  completion  of  the  programme  commenced  in 
1961  to  modernise  and  improve  by  means  of  grants  the  453  pre-war 
Council  house  properties.  Despite  the  fact  of  the  Council  houses 
being  of  various  designs,  age  and  construction,  each  dwelling 
involved  an  individual  and  personal  assessment  to  satisfy  the  grant 
provision,  and  gain  the  co-operation  and  consent  of  tenants  to  an 
invasion  of  workmen  to  their  homes.  These  works  have  given  the 
houses  an  extended  life  and  provided  the  basic  5 amenities,  but  I 
can  well  envisage  that,  before  very  few  years  have  elapsed,  a further 
cycle  of  improvements  to  provide  a form  of  central  heating  will  be 
as  necessary  to  each  home  as  the  amenities  we  are  installing  by 
means  of  grant  aid  today. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
(a)  Registration  and  General  Inspections: 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
premises  registered 
during 
the  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of 
year 

Number  of 
registered  premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices  

— 

35 

8 

Retail  Shops  

2 

72 

52 

Wholesale  Shops, 

Warehouses 

— 

3 

3 

Catering,  establishments 
open  to  the  public. 

canteens  

— 

6 

6 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

— 

Totals: 

2 

116 

69 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  premises  registered  under 
the  Act:  75. 

(b)  Analysis  of  Contraventions: 


Section 

Number  of  Contraventions 
found 

Section 

Number  of  Contraventions 
found 

4 

Cleanliness  — 

13 

Sitting  facilities  — 

5 

Overcrowding  — 

14 

Seats  (Sedentary  — 

Workers) 

6 

Temperature  5 

15 

Eating  facilities  — 

7 

Ventilation  1 

16 

Floors,  passage  & — 

stairs 

8 

Lighting  — 

17 

Fencing  exposed  parts  1 
machinery 

9 

Sanitary  conveniences  2 

18 

Protection  of  young  — 
persons  from 
dangerous  machinery 

10 

Washing  facilities  3 

19 

Training  of  young  — 

persons  working  at 
dangerous  machinery  — 

11 

Supply  of  drinking  — 
water 

23 

Prohibition  of  — 

heavy  work 

12 

Clothing  accommo-  — 
dation 

24 

First  Aid  3 
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Other  matters  — 

Total  15 

(c)  Reported  Accidents: 


Nun 

repo 

iber 

rted 

Total  No 
Investi- 
gated 

Actio 

n recomm 

ended 

Workplace 

Fatal 

Non 

Fatal 

Prose- 

cution 

Formal 

warning 

Informal 

advice 

No 

action 

Offices 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Retail  shops  .... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Wholesale  shops 
Warehouses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Catering  estab- 
lishments open 
to  public,  can  • 
teens 

1 

1 

1 

Fuel  storage 
depots 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals: 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Analysis  of  reported  accidents: 


Offices 

Retail 

shops 

Wholesale 

Ware- 

houses 

Catering  estab- 
lishments open 
to  public.  Can- 
teens 

Fuel 

storage 

depots 

Machinery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Transport 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Falls  of  persons  .... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Stepping  on  or  strik- 
ing against  object 
or  person 











Handling  goods  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Struck  by  falling 
object  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fires  and  explo- 
sions   

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Electricity 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Use  of  hand  tools 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Not  otherwise 
specified 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Meat  Inspection: 

Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  part 
during  the  year. 


Cattle 

exclud. 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

229 

— 

1 

328 

171 

Number  inspected  

229 

— 

1 

328 

171 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ..  . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

22 

25 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

9.6 

7.6 

3.5 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tuber- 
culosis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cysticerci : 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  

_ 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Weight  of  meat  condemned : 

(in  lbs.)  for: — 

(a)  Tuberculosis  

12 

(b)  Cysticercosis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Other  

223 

— 

— 

47 

12 

Total  (in  lbs.)  condemned 

223 

— 

— 

A1 

24 

Meat  Inspection: 

This  service  of  meat  inspection  is  maintained  on  a 100  per  cent 
basis  to  the  two  private  slaughterhouses,  and  by  co-operation  with 
the  owners,  week-end  and  evening  slaughtering  has  been  discon- 
tinued. 

Repairs  and  improvements,  including  better  standards  of 
lairage  and  new  additional  cold  storage  facilities  were  provided 
during  the  year. 
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Food  Inspection: 


Unsound  Food  surrendered  or  condemned 

Tons  Cwts 

lbs 

Meat  at  Slaughterhouses  

— 2 

70 

Meat  at  Wholesale  premises  

— — 

— 

Meat  at  retail  shops  

— 1 

45 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

— — 

— 

Canned  meats  

— 1 

76 

Other  canned  foods  

— 3 

47 

Fish  (fresh)  

— — 

— 

Fruit  and  vegetables  (fresh)  

— — 

— 

Other  foods  (Frozen  foods)  

— 1 

40 

Ice  Cream  

— — 

45 

Totals: 

— 10 

99 

Complaints  of  Foreign  Bodies  in  Food : 

The  general  public  made  a total  of  ten  complaints  during  the 
year  of  food  purchased  which  was  considered  unsound  or  contained 
foreign  objects.  All  complaints  were  dealt  with  by  informal  action. 
The  food  consisted  of  dried  milk,  bread,  ice-cream  and  tinned  fruit. 
In  all  cases  thorough  investigation  and  identification  of  the  objects 
were  obtained  and  the  manufacturers  given  the  opportunity  to 
explain  the  cause  of  the  complaint. 

Ice-cream: 

43  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice-cream.  As 
before,  with  only  one  exception,  all  are  selling  pre-packed  ice-cream. 
32  Bacteriological  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  with  the  following  test  results: — 


Mo 

bile 

Prer 

nises 

Grade 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

I 

II 

UI 

IV 

Soft  ice-cream  .... 
Other  ice-cream 
(Ice  lollies)  .... 

12 

3 

1 

(Sat 

sfactor 

f) 

16 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  Supply: 

Registration:  No. 

Distributors  6 

Dairy  premises  other  than  Dairy  Farms 2 

All  milk  for  retail  sale  within  the  district  is  “Designated”  and 
all  87  milk  samples  taken  by  the  Somerset  County  Council  were 
reported  as  satisfactory. 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960: 

Food  premises  subject  to  inspection  and  control. 


Class  of  Food 
Premises 

No. 

No.  fitted 
to  comply 
with  Reg.  16 

No.  to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

No.  fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  19 

Butchers  

12 

12 

12 

12 

Cafes,  Canteens, 
Restaurants,  Fish 
Friers  

20 

20 

20 

20 

Greengrocers 

11 

11 

10 

10 

Grocers  

38 

38 

38 

38 

Bakehouses  & Food 
Manufacturers  . .. 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Licensed  Premises  ... 

24 

24 

24 

24 

Sweets  & Confec- 
tionery   

20 

20 

20 

20 

Wholesale 

Warehouses 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Total: 

136 

136 

133 

133 

Inspections  are  made  of  each  and  every  premises  where  food  is 
handled.  All  premises  have,  since  the  introduction  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  been  brought  up  to  standard  and  comply 
with  structural  requirements  of  having  wash  basins,  sinks  and  hot 
water  supplies;  but  it  is  still  very  necessary  and  important  for  the 
public  health  department  to  carry  out  the  routine  and  unannounced 
inspection  of  the  premises.  Despite  the  improvements  in  shop  dis- 
play and  sales  equipment  and  all  the  attributes  and  changes  re- 
flected from  the  supermarket  world,  which  are  now  so  evident, 
there  is  still  so  often  in  food  storage  and  preparation  rooms  the  need 
for  good  old-fashioned  cleanliness,  and  the  necessity  for  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  to  demand  these  very  basic  qualities  which  un- 
fortunately are  not  often  observed  by  the  general  public  when 
purchasing  food  for  human  consumption. 

Market  (Stalls  & Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  came  into 
force  and  eflbrts  were  made  to  secure  compliance  of  all  food  delivery 
vehicles.  With  the  two  large  multiple  bakeries  operating  from  within 
the  district,  a considerable  number  of  delivery  vans  were  involved. 
Having  secured  the  required  wash  basins  and  hot  water  supplies, 
to  ensure  that  personnel  use  them  for  purposes  provided  is  a mam- 
moth task,  as  there  is  the  tendency  of  management  to  regard  their 
responsibilities  as  finished  once  the  equipment  has  been  provided. 
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Public  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools: 


Ownership 

No. 

Location 

Estimated  Aver. 
No.  of  bathers 
daily  during 
season 

Local  Authority 

1 

Welton  Swimming 
Pool 

220 

Private  

— 

— 

— 

Somerset  County  Council 

5 

Grammar  School 
Writhlington  Sec. 

Mod.  School 
Fosseway  School 
Somervale  Sec.  Mod. 
School 

Midsomer  Norton 
County 

Primary  School 

Water  used  and  method  of  purification: 


W 

ater 

Treatmei 

It 

Main 

Sea 

Other 

Recircu- 

lation 

Filtra- 

tion 

Chlorination 

Auto- 

matic 

Hand 

Welton  

Yes 

— 

— 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

— 

Grammar  School 

Yes 

— 

— 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

— 

Writhlington  Sec. 
Mod.  School 

Yes 

— 

— 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

— 

Fosseway  School  .... 

Yes 

— 

— 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

— 

Somervale  Sec.  Mod. 

Yes 

— 

— 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

— 

Midsomer  Norton 
County  Pri.  School 

Yes 

— 

— 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

— 

Welton  County 
Primary  School 

Yes 

— 

— 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

— 

Samples  Taken 

Satisfactory 

Suspicious 

Unsatisfactory 

42 

42 

— 

— 
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Rodent  Control: 

The  Rodent  Operator  covers  all  duties  of  rodent  and  insect 
infestation  and  performs  any  disinfection  work  for  the  district. 
These  duties  are  combined  with  certain  Caretaker  responsibilities  on 
Council  housing  estates  where  routine  cleaning  maintenance  is 
required.  The  annual  return  as  required  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food  is  set  out  below. 


Properties  other  than  Sewers 

Type  Oj 

f Property 

Non-Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties  in  district 

4998 

25 

Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification  

988 



Number  infested  by  (1)  Rats 

(2)  Mice 

337 

44 

— 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification 

164 

4 

Number  infested  by  (1)  Rats 

(2)  Mice 

93 

22 

2 

Sewers 


Were  any  sewers  infested  by  rats  during  the  year  ....  ....  Yes 


Clean  Air: 

A constant  watch  is  maintained  for  chimneys  causing  smoke 
nuisance,  and  in  several  instances  industrial  chimneys  have  so 
offended.  By  constant  visiting  and  advising  on  preventive  measures, 
satisfactory  results  have  been  obtained.  A prominent  chimney  within 
the  district  observed  by  the  public  is  often  reported  as  being  a nuis- 
ance. However,  by  reason  of  the  processes  within  the  factory 
coming  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Alkali  Inspector  (always  aware 
of  the  “best  practical  means”  clause),  and  of  the  local  authority 
having  only  limited  powers,  the  practical  control  of  smoke  emission 
is  limited.  This  restriction  on  local  authority  action  is  aggravated 
by  the  fact  that  the  area  covered  by  the  Alkali  Inspector  is  vast  and 
remote,  and  legal  proceedings  can  be  taken  only  with  the  consent  of 
the  Minister. 

Three  plans  deposited  in  respect  of  new  boiler  houses  required 
a greater  chimney  height  than  indicated  on  the  plans. 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1961 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

A 

tumber  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 

tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

9 

3 





71 

18 

2 



12 

8 

Total: 

92 

29 

2 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases 

in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

which 

Referred 

prosecu- 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions  were 

Found 

Reme- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

instituted 

died 

tor 

tor 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 
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Particulars 

(1) 

I- 

’r  of  cases 
were  ^ 

in  which  defects 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 
(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  



— 





_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  

2 

3 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 
work)   

Total: 

2 

3 

— 

1 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  13' 

\ 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.ofout- 

workers 

in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 

133(l)(c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  \ Making 
apparel  J etc 

71 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total: 

71 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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